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CONSTITUTION OF 
THE CENTRO INTERNACIONAL 
DE AGRICULTURA TROPICAL 
Establishment 
The Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (hereinafter 
referred to as *'CIAT") is hereby established and is governed by the present 
Constitution. 
ARTICLE TWO 
Status 
CIAT is organized exclusively for educational and scientific pur- 
poses. It enjoys international status and shall operate as an integral 
part of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
(hereinafter called "CGZAR") system as a non-profit autonomous interna- 
tional agency, non-political in management, staffing and operations. 
ARTICLE THREE 
Purposes and Activities 
1. The purposes of CIAT shall be to promote accelerated agricultural 
development and increased agricultural production in the tropical and other 
developing regions of the world, as well as to contribute to the develop- 
ment of national programs and Institutions of agricultural research 
throughout such regions. 
2. In order to accomplish its purposes, CIAT may engage in the fol- 
lowing types of activities: 
(a) developing and making available production systems for specific 
crops and animals in specific environments; 
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conducting research on, and developing procedures for, the bring- 0 ,  
ing into economical production of areas not yet developed or 
fully utilized; 
developing and making available effective techniques and strate- 
gies for the widespread adoption of improved varieties and agri- 
cultural practices; 
assisting national institutions to develop staffs, programs and 
facilities for research and education; 
establishing. an information center for the collection and re- 
trieval of materials relevant to the agricultural and economic 
development of the tropical regions; 
providing a facility to collect, preserve, supply and exchange 
plant and animal germplasm; 
conducting training programs, conferences, forums, and seminars 
on topics related to the CIAT's purposes; and 
such other activities as CIAT may find necessary to further its 
purposes . 
ARTICLE FOUR 
Principles 
CIAT may provide assistance to 'any country upon its request. 
In carrying out its work, CIAT shall cooperate closely with other 
and international agencies concerned with agricultural research 
and production, and shall seek to avoid unnecessary duplication of the work 
of such other agencies. 
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ARTICLE FIVE 
Capacities, Location 
1. CIAT shall be an international organization possessing full 
juridical personality. It shall have the capacity to do and perform all 
acts and things which are necessary for or incidental to the furtherance of 
its purposes and activities, and in particular, the capacity to: 
(a) receive, acquire or otherwise obtain from any governmental or 
international authority, or from any person, firm, foundation or 
other entity, such rights, charters, licenses, concessions and 
assistance, financial or otherwise, as are conducive to the 
attainment of CIAT's purposes; 
(b) receive, acquire or otherwise obtain from any governmental or 
international authority, or from any person, firm, foundation or 
other entity, by donation, grant, bequest or any other means, 
such properties, real, personal or mixed, including funds, valu- 
able effects, things or interests therein, as may be useful or 
necessary to carry out CIAT's purposes and activities, and to 
hold, own, operate, administer, use, sell, convey or dispose of 
said properties or valuable things or interests; 
(c) contract; 
(d) employ persons; and 
(e) institute, and defend in, legal proceedings. 
2. CIAT shall have its headquarters in the territory of the Republic 
of Colombia and may establish research stations and other programs at other 
locations in or outside of the Republic of Colombia as may be determined by 
the Board of Trustees after appropriate consultation with the national pro- 
grams concerned. 
0 
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ARTICLE SIX 
Organization 
CIAT shall have a Board of Trustees (hereinafter called "the 
Board"), a Director General, and such staff as shall be necessary for CIAT 
to carry out its activities. 
ART1CI.E SEVEN 
The Board of Trustees 
1. The Board shall consist of no more than seventeen members, in- 
eluding the members to be designated by the host country in accordance with 
the headquarters agreement referred to in Article Ten, paragraph 3 ,  and the 
Director General who shall be ex officio members of the Board. Three of 
the other members shall be chosen by the Board from among persons nominated 
by CGIAR. 
2. 
Schedule to this Constitution. 
3. The terms of the original members of the Board, except for the 
Director General and the members designated by the host country, shall be 
as set forth in the Schedule to this Constitution. Thereafter, each mem- 
ber, except those who are designated as ineligible for election in the said 
Schedule, shall be elected by the Board to serve for three years. Board 
members shall be eligible for reelection once. The term of a reelected 
Board member shall be three years or such different period not exceeding 
four years as the Board may determine in order to ensure that approximately 
the same number of vacancies arise from year to year. The Board shall 
elect new members whenever vacancies occur. 
The original members of the Board shall be those mentioned in the 
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4. Members of the Board, other than the members serving ex officio, 
shall serve in their personal capacity and shall not be considered, nor 
shall they act, as representatives of governments or other organizations. 
5 .  The Board shall be responsible for all of CIAT's affairs. It 
shall, inter alia: 
(a) 
(b) approve CIAT's programs and operational and capital development 
determine CIAT's policies and priorities of work; 
plans ; 
(c) approve such rules and regulations as may be necessary for the 
proper conduct of CIAT's affairs; 
approve annual budget estimates and audited financial statements; (d) 
(e) appoint external auditors; 
(f) appoint the Director General and determine the terms of his serv- 
ice; 
(g) consider the annual report on CIAT's activities prepared by the 
Director General; 
(h) approve the terms of any proposed agreements or categories of 
agreements of CIAT that the Board may by regulation require to be 
submitted t o  It for approval; and 
do and perform all other acts necessary, suitable and proper for 
the attainment of the purposes for which CIAT is established. 
(i) 
6 .  The Board shall adopt Its rules of procedure. It shall elect a 
Chairman and a Vice Chairman from among its members who will serve for 
three years or until the expiry of their respective term on the Board If 
this is less than three years. The Chairman, and in his absence the Vice 
Chairman, shall preside over meetings of the Board. A majority of the 0 
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members shall constitute the quorum for any meeting of the Board. Each 
member of the Board shall have one vote. Except as otherwise herein pro- 
vided, decisions of the Board shall be made by a majority of the votes 
cast . 
7. The Board shall hold one annual meeting and such additional spe- 
cia1 meetings as may be required. The Board may establish a procedure 
whereby its Chairman may obtain a vote of members of the Board on specific 
questions between meetings of the Board. 
8 .  (a) The Board shall establish an Executive Committee (hereinafter 
called "the Committee") consisting of seven of its members, including the 
Chairman of the Board, the Director General and at least one citizen of the 
host country. The Committee shall have the power to act for the Board 
between Board meetings on matters which the Board delegates t o  it. Members 
of the Committee shall serve until the expiry of their respective terms on 
the Board or such lesser periods as the Board may determine. A majority of 
the members shall constitute the quorum for any meeting of the Committee. 
Each member of the Committee shall have one vote. Decisions of the Commit- 
tee shall be made by a majority vote. A l l  decisions of the Committee shall 
be reported to the Board at its next meeting. 
(b) The Board may establish such other committees as it may consider 
appropriate to assist it In its work. 
ARTICLE EIGHT 
The Director General and Staff 
1. CIAT shall be administered by a Director General under the direc- 
tion of the Board. The Director General's appointment, terms of service, 
and any termination for cause shall be decided by a three-fourths majority 
of all members of the Board. 
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2. The Director General shall implement the policies and programs 
established by the Board and shall be responsible to the Board for operat- 
ing and managing CIAT and for assuring that its policies and programs are 
properly developed and carried out. The Director General shall be CIAT's 
legal representative and shall, within the limits established by the Board, 
be empowered to undertake such actions as shall be necessary for the 
attainment of CIAT's purposes. 
3. The Director General shall appoint and manage the staff in 
accordance with policies and regulations approved by the Board. Subject to 
the paramount importance of securing the highest standards of integrity, 
efficiency and technical competence, due regard shall be paid, in the 
appointment of staff, to CIAT's international character. 
4. Within the limits established by the Board, the Director General 
may: (a) appoint a member of CIAT's senior staff to act in his absence or 0 
incapacity to act; and (b) delegate to certain members of the senior staff 
authority to sign contracts and other instruments on CIAT's behalf. 
ARTxcLg NZNE 
Finance 
1. CIAT's financial resources shall be obtained from contributions 
by the members of CGIAR, to which CIAT's annual budgets shall be submitted 
for approval. CIAT shall also be authorized to receive contributions from 
other sources for the furtherance of its purposes and activities. 
2. . .  CIAT's financial operations shall be conducted in accordance with 
regulations approved by the Board. 
3. No part of CIAT's earnings shall inure to the benefit of, or 
be distributed to, its Board members, officers, staff, or other private 
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persons, except that CIAT may pay reasonable compensation for services 
rendered to CIAT and make payments in furtherance of its purposes and . 
activities. 
ARTICIJ3 TEN 
Relationship with CGIAR and Other Entities 
1. CIAT shall cooperate closely with CGIAR, its Secretariat, and the 
other international agricultural research centers included within the CGIAR 
system. CIAT shall submit its annual programs and operational plans to the 
members of CGIAR and shall be subject t.o periodic review by the appropriate 
committees of CGIAR. 
2. CIAT shall enter into such cooperative relationships with such 
other organizations, agencies or other entities as may be conducive to fur- 
thering the efficient implementation of CIAT's programs and objectives. 
3. CIAT shall enter into a headquarters agreement with the govern- 
ment of the host country and appropriate agreements with the governments of 
other countries where it has cooperative relationships. 
4. Neither the signatories to the Agreement to which this Constitu- 
tion is annexed (hereinafter called "the signatories") nor any member of 
CGIAR shall be liable for any obligations of CIAT. The agreements referred 
to in paragraph 3 above and all other significant contracts entered into by 
CIAT, shall contain provisions stating that (a) CIAT possesses independent 
legal personality and (b) neither the signatories nor any member of CGIAR 
shall be liable for any obligations of CIAT. 
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ARTICLE ELevEN 
Rights, Privileges and Immunities 
1. CIAT, its officials and staff shall enjoy in the territory of the 
host country such rights, privileges and immunities as shall be stipulated 
in the headquarters agreement to be concluded between the host country and 
CIAT pursuant to Article Ten, paragraph 3. 
2. Similarly, CIAT may, pursuant to Article Ten, paragraph 3 ,  enter 
into agreements with the other countries in which it works for the purpose 
of granting CIAT, its officials and staff such privileges and immunities as 
are required for such work. 
3. Except as agreements concluded pursuant to Article Ten, para- 
graph 3 shall otherwise provide, CIAT, its officials and staff shall be 
subject to the laws of the countries concerned. 
ARTICLE TWELVE 
Amendments 
This Constitution may be amended at any meeting of the Board by a 
three-fourths majority vote of all of its members, provided that notice of 
such amendment, together with its full text, shall have been sent to all 
members of the Board at least eight weeks in advance of such meeting, un- 
less such notice is waived by all members of the Board. Important amend- 
ments to this Constitution shall in addition require the approval of: 
(a) the signatories in the case of amendments to Article Ten, paragraph 4; 
and (b) the members of CGIAR in the case of all other important amendments, 
including any substantial modification of provisions relating to the pur- 
poses, activities, capacities, principles and dissolution of CIAT. CIAT 
shall consult with the government of the host country on any amendment 
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which would affect the headquarters agreement referred to in Article Ten, 
paragraph 3. 
ARTICLE TBIETEEN 
Dissolution 
1. Subject to approval by the members of CGIAR, CIAT may be dis- 
solved by a three-fourths majority of all members of the Board, if it is 
determined by the Board that CIAT is no longer required or that it will no 
longer be able to function effectively. 
2. In case of dissolution, the assets of CIAT situated in the host 
or other collaborating countries shall be retained by such countries and 
used for similar purposes or distributed to institutions having purposes 
similar to those of CIAT in the respective countries after agreement 
between the governments of those countries and the Board in consultation 
with the members of CGIAR. 
ARTICLE FOURTEEN 
Transitional Provision 
CIAT shall enter into such arrangements as shall be necessary and 
appropriate for the efficient and orderly transfer to CIAT of its prede- 
cessor's assets and liabilities upon the latter's dissolution. 
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Name -
William Tossell 
Nohra de Junguito 
Peter Bell 
Eduardo Casas Diaz 
John L. Dillon 
SCHEDULE 
TO 
THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE CENTRO INTERNACIONAL 
DE AGRICULTUU TROPICAL 
Original Members of the Board of Trustees 1/ - 
Dely P. Gapasin 
- 
Fernando Gomez M.* 
Ken-Ichi Hayashi 
Frederick Hutchison 
Roberto Mejia Caicedo* 
John L. Nickel* 
Marco Palacios Rozo* 
Aston Zachariah Preston 
Erwin  Reisch 
Rodrigo Tarte 
Elmar Wagner 
Fredrick Wangati 
Expiry of Term ?/ 
1987 
1988 
1988 
1986 
1986 
Eligible 
for Election 3/ - 
No 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
1988 Yes 
1988 
1988 
1986 
1987 
1987 
1987 
1986 
i. 
2. 
3. 
x o f i  i me gee d_rtEcfes ftff'and 7(2) of the Constitution. 
See first sentence of Article 7(3) of the Constitution. 
See second sentence of Article 7(3) of the Constitution. 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
Ye s 
No 
Yes 
